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July 8, 1983

Kenneth Lee Alkema, Director
Room 474 801-533-6121

n \ t \:S
Kent Dahlquist
Mine Engineer
Union Carbide Corp.

La Sal, Utah 84530

adV

RE: Hecla Pond Design

Dear Mr. Dahlquist

We have reviewed the Hecla Plan information and the water quality
analyses of the seepage below the pond. The enclosed state

sample 831294 indicates gross alpha and beta concentrations in
excess of the state standards in the wash below the seepage from
this facility. The analyses you submitted May 27, 1983 also
indicates Uranium seepage concentrations of 5 and 28 mg/l exceeding
the EPA discharge standard of 4 mg/l maximum.

The flow rate of 65 gpm into the unlined ponds having a volume of

2 million gallons further indicates inadequate pond capacity to
adequately contain the uranium contaminated water. It is important
that ponds of this nature be adquately sealed to prevent excessive
seepage. If the sealed ponds are not adequate to totally contain
the water, additional treatment would be needed to assure compliance
with federal and state effluent standards.

Therefore, we request that by August 10, 1983 Union Carbide submit
to this office a proposed Hecla wastewater compliance schedule.
This schedule must include proposed dates and description for the
following actions:

Immediate interim control of seepage.

Submittal of design plans and specifications for approval.
Start of construction for an approved treatment system.
Completion of approved treatment system.

S W N

Please contact Steven McNeal of this office if you desire to discuss
the compliance schedule or wastewater disposal regulations for the

ggsign of this system.

INEGELY )

S1ncer

(/Ca1v1n K. udweeks, Director
Bureau of Water Pollution Control
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GAS & MINING, /..

cc: 0il, Gas and Mining, Tom Tetting
Southeastern Utah District Health
EPA, Denver
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